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WELCOME... 

TEAM PROFILE OLD PLYMOTHIANS 

BEER FOR THE BOYS 

Welcome to this month’s edition of Tribute News. As you can imagine, it’s been 
a quiet couple of months in the Tribute leagues, thanks in no small part to the 
incredible weather that swept through South West. 

Brave chairman kicks off fundraising challenge

There’s been plenty of frustration for many clubs who have had to deal with postponements and rescheduled 
matches, and no doubt there’ll be lots of players desperate to get out onto the pitch. Hopefully, now that the 
bad weather has subsided, we can make up for lost time and earn a few Tributes along the way.  

The Chairman of a Tribute League club has 
embarked on a mission to raise £1 million for 
research into Motor Neurone Disease – after 
being diagnosed with the deadly degenerative 
condition himself. Simon Adams, 46, Chairman 
of Old Plymothians Rugby Club, said: “I have 
decided to try and raise £1 million for research, 
so that when people are told they have MND the 
next thing they hear is that it’s curable.” A former 
player, Adams initially thought that old injuries were 
catching up with him after he began slurring his 
words and � nding it dif� cult to move his arm. 
However, after talking to a specialist at Derriford 
Hospital in Plymouth, he was diagnosed with MND 
in October and given between six months and two 
years to live. “The prognosis is shocking and the 
time scale towards death is a couple of years,” 
said Adams, “The last few months are, from what 
I can gather, not particularly ful� lling. My doctors 
have encouraged me to do as much as I can, while 
I can, and to enjoy every minute of it.”

The headteacher, who works with children excluded 
from mainstream education, has drawn up a list 
of goals which he hopes to achieve before he 
becomes too ill, including stripping off with his 
OPM team-mates for a calendar shoot, taking 
part in a couple of sponsored ski challenges and 
climbing Mont Blanc – the highest mountain in 
Europe. Adams adds: “It’s going to be hard, but 
nothing’s impossible.” Other fundraisers in the 
pipeline include a sponsored bike-ride to Paris and 
a gala rugby dinner in Plymouth at the end of the 
current season. Mike Catt, a member of England’s 
2003 World Cup-winning team, has already 
been sounded out as a possible guest speaker. 
If you would like to make a donation to Simon’s 
fund, please do so at: 
www.justgiving.com/fatherabraham WHAT’S 
BREWING? 

Snow-go for hundreds of matches  

Two bouts of heavy snow caused chaos in the Tribute 
Leagues during December and January, with over 600 
matches being postponed – some more than once. 
On 9th January, all 188 planned � xtures were called 
off due to the snow, which reached a foot in many 
places. However, while many clubs were left kicking 
their heels, the South West Of� cials have been hard at 
work rescheduling matches, notifying teams of replays 
and regularly updating the League website. South 
West Co-ordinating Secretary, Mike Gee, said: 
“With 14 club leagues it has, for the � rst time, been 
quite tricky to � t all the games in. Some clubs may 
have to play over Easter or mid-week if the weather 
forces any more call-offs. The clubs have been as 
frustrated as we have, but the weather really has 
been exceptional.”The impromptu layoff has forced 
the league organisers to re-think the newly-created 
Tribute Devon League format. The second phase of the 
competition was supposed to kick-off in early February 
but has now been delayed for a fortnight, with the 
end-of-season play-off now set to take place on 1st 
May. Weather permitting, of course. 

LEAGUE MATTERS  

St Austell Brewery showed its support for the troops 
by delivering eight pallets of Tribute and Smugglers 
Ale to the Chepstow Army base of the 1st Battalion 
Ri� es, who recruit extensively from the South West 
and sadly lost eight Ri� emen during their six-month 
deployment in Afghanistan. The Delivery was made 
by the Brewery in support of the national ‘Beer for 
the Boys’ campaign. Jeremy Mitchell, Director 
of Marketing and Communications at St Austell 
Brewery, said: “It’s a small token gesture from us 
in appreciation of the incredibly hard work 
they do on behalf of the country.” Major Heys, 
of the 1st Battalion Ri� es, said: “Our thanks go to 
St Austell Brewery for this generous donation and 
to all those who have supported the Beer for the 
Boys campaign.” 

If you’d like to make a donation, or for more 
information, visit www.216squadron.com. 

PLAYER PROMOTION 

A FIVER OFF FOOD! 
Spend £20 on food at a St Austell Brewery pub 
and get £5 off your bill. Just print out a copy of this 
newsletter and bring it along with you. 

Name: 

Club: 

Email: 

Supporter or Player: 

DOB: 

Soldiers returning home from Afghanistan this Christmas were welcomed back 
with 6,000 bottles of real Cornish ale.

Terms & Conditions: Vouchers may only be redeemed up to 31st March 
2010 excluding Bank Holidays in 2010. Only available at participating 
St Austell Brewery Houses. Only available during normal food service 
hours. No photocopies accepted. Not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. Cash value £0.001p. Voucher may only be redeemed on food 
purchases and will not be accepted for drink or accommodation purchases. 
Promoter St Austell Brewery, 63 Trevarthian Rd, St Austell, PL25 4BY.� 

For a list of participating St Austell Brewery Pubs, 
visit staustellbrewery.co.uk/reader-offer


